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Introduction 
Gender selective abortion is the termination of a pregnancy based on the predicted sex of 

the baby, primarily because of the parents not preferring the fetus’ sex. This occurs due to 

cultural biases or other reasons due to which the parents may prefer. Another reason why gender 

selective abortion occurs may be due to the fetus being defective  or having unsuitable embryos. 

The parents may be planning to produce a child that inherits specific genetic traits, but the fetus 

does not have any. Since the year 2000 over 24 million girls were aborted because of their 

gender. This does not include abortion of females motivated by economice pressure or 

conception from rape. 1 

Key Terms 

Sex ratio: a sex ratio represents the number of males to females born in a given year. 

 Gendercide: gendercide is described as the killing of females of all ages  or the killing of a 

specific gender group. 

Femicide: the killing of a woman by a man particulier due to her gender.  

 Abortion: “the deliberate termination of a human pregnancy, most often performed during the 

first 28 weeks of the pregnancy”.2 

Background Information 
Gender selective abortion has been an issue since the 1970s.  Over 126 million fewer girls are  

born due to gender selective abortion. Sex selective abortion has occurred in countries where 

there is a strong gender bias such as, India, China and Pakistan, that prefers sons over daughters. 

Many culturales value girls less as there are fewer educational, and employment opportunities. 

Many culturales believe that girls are unable to inherit properties as they will eventually marry 

into another family. Many families, in countries such as India, China, and Pakistan, have fewer 

children as they choose to abort the female fetus in order to have a son. Commonly the baby is 

aborted but if that is not possible, the infant is killed once it is born. 

1 “Gender-Biased Sex Selection.” United Nations Population Fund, UNPFA, 27 July 2020, 
www.unfpa.org/gender-biased-sex-selection. 
 
2 “Abortion: Definition of Abortion by Oxford Dictionary on Lexico.com Also Meaning of Abortion.” Lexico 
Dictionaries | English, Lexico Dictionaries, www.lexico.com/en/definition/abortion. 
 



Since the 1990s, some nations, such as India, China, Pakistan and Granada have had up to 25 

percent more male births than female births. The rise in gender selective abortions is alarming 

due to the low status of women and girls. 

Many believe that this has caused a gendercide, by killing females of any age, due to others 

beliefs of valuing a son more than a daughter. This results  in a gender imbalance, damaging 

societies. Men in China and India who would like to get married may not be able to. The gender 

imbalance  is leading to sexual violence and trafficking of women and girls. There has been an 

increase of cross border brides, women and girls migrating or being trafficked into areas where 

there are fewer women. These women or girls usually do not know the local language and are 

commonly pressured to produce male children. Several nations across the world have taken 

measures to address gender imbalance. These have included addressing this issue in the media 

and improving equality for girls and women, by giving women the same salary as men and 

giving them the same opportunity as men to get an education.3 

The issue of gender imbalance is an increasing cause, of women and girls being trafficked or 

migrated and cross border brides, in India, China, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Grenada and Portugal.  

 In countries, such as Indian, Chine and Vietnam, most women do not have access to safe 

abortion services to abort the baby.  In countries which gender slective abortion is still taken 

place, they will kill the infant girl,  if they are not able to find the gender of the baby before its 

birth. Women are then forced to reproduce a boy until they get menopause.  

Preventing gender selective abortion in member states will require major commitment and efforts 

by the governments and societies working towards the goal of gender equality. Imbalanced sex 

ratios are unacceptable for gender discrimination against women and their violation of human 

rights. It will take decades before the sex ratio in countries such as India and China, Vietnam, 

Azerbaijan and many more is within normal limits.4 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

3 Mackenzie, Debora. “Sex-Selective Abortions May Have Stopped the Birth of 23 Million Girls.” New 
Scientist, 16 Apr. 2019, 
www.newscientist.com/article/2199874-sex-selective-abortions-may-have-stopped-the-birth-of-23-million-
girls/. 
 
4 “Protect Girls from Sex-Selective Abortion.” PRI, Population Research Institute , 10 Jan. 2019, 
www.pop.org/project/stop-sex-selective-abortion/. 
 



India- Approximately 16 million girls have not been born due to gender selective abortions in 

India. Nearly 550,00 girls are aborted every year. The sex ratio is about 111 boys for every 100 

girls. India has yet not done anything to prevent gender selective abortions, as they do claim that 

have set legal laws to prevent this issue but none of these laws are being followed by the citizens 

in India.5  

China – China is the most populated country in the world, with a serious problem with an 

unbalanced sex ratio caused by a preference for boys. This has led to 32 million more males than 

females under the age of 20.  This is leading to men unable to get married, and these are known 

to be more vulnerable, and some may be aggressive. This gender gap has made it very difficult 

for many Chinese men to get married and has demanded traffic women from aboard to do so. 

Women are being trafficked from Myanmar to China and are pressured to birth a son.6 

Azerbaijan-  the yearly average of gender selective abortion in azerbaijian is 7,028.7 In 

Azerbaijan abortion is considered illiagel after the 12th week of the pregnacy. Though the 

ultrasound scanning is not able to detect the gender before the 18th week of the pregnancy.8 

Pakistan- over 116,384 infant girls are being killed every year due to their gender. Though 

abprtion is illegal in Pakistan this is still taking place.9 

Stop gendercide- stop gendercide is an oganization create in the UK to stop woman for an earily 

gender selective abortion. As they can find out the gender will a blood test at eight week pregant. 

This could pressure women into aborting the fetus if it is a girl. This organization encourages the 

5 “Gender-Biased Sex Selection.” United Nations Population Fund, UNPFA, 27 July 2020, 
www.unfpa.org/gender-biased-sex-selection. 
 
6 “Gender-Biased Sex Selection.” United Nations Population Fund, UNPFA, 27 July 2020, 
www.unfpa.org/gender-biased-sex-selection. 
 
7 “Protect Girls from Sex-Selective Abortion.” PRI, Population Research Institute , 10 Jan. 2019, 
www.pop.org/project/stop-sex-selective-abortion/. 
 
8 Esfandiari, Golnaz, and RFE/RL's Azerbaijani Service. “Sex-Selective Abortions Take A Toll In 
Azerbaijan.” RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty, Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty, 15 Oct. 2016, 
www.rferl.org/a/azerbaijan-sex-selective-abortions/28055651.html. 
 
9 “Protect Girls from Sex-Selective Abortion.” PRI, Population Research Institute , 10 Jan. 2019, 
www.pop.org/project/stop-sex-selective-abortion/. 
 



UK goverenemant and governments around the world to create a law that gender selective 

abortion should be illegal.10 

Relevant UN Resolutions and Reports 
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2015/21 

This resolution is one of the most recent resolutions on the issue of taking action against 

gender-related killing. This resolution also references several other related resolutions. It 

mentions several international solutions to help tackle this issue. The resolution states that they 

will combat this situation by 2021, though as of today, no changes have been made. All member 

states who have adopted this resolution only have one year to combat the major issue. In this 

resolution, it also states so raise more awareness regarding gender related killing and yet no 

country has fully accomplished this. Gender related killing occurs every day and no  

country that has gender selective abortion has combated this issue full nor have they brought 

awareness to it. 

 

Previous Attempts at Resolving This Issue 

A previous attempt to resolve this issue had been by punishing, punishments such as jail 

sentences or execution, the person who has done any violence against a woman or a girl. Also by 

creating national laws to try to combat this issue. Many countries, such as United Kingdom, 

Germany, and Canada,  have been taking action by creating laws for banning gender selective 

abortion or punishing people who have brought violence towards women.  Though many citizens 

in Serbia, Malaysia, India, and Granda disobey these laws.  Reasons, why several citizens in 

these countries do not follow these laws are because these bans do not change their perspective 

of preferring boys more than girls. Banning gender selective abortions is specific countries does 

nothing to confront the underlying causes of gender bias in societies nor does it effectively 

promote gender equality. However, nations have not been taking demanding actions, as they 

think that this is not an issue that should be paid attention to as other bigger issues are happening 

in their countries. Several protests have been held around the world promoting gender equality. 

10 Stopgendercide. “Stop Gendercide - A Movement to Stop Gender-Selective Abortion.” Stop Gendercide 
- Movement to Stop Gender-Selective Abortion in the UK, Stop Gendercide - Movement to Stop 
Gender-Selective Abortion in the UK, 16 Mar. 2020, stopgendercide.org/. 
 

https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2015/21


These protests took place in Argentina in october 2016, United kingdom in May 2016, Paraguay 

May 2015, and many more protests have taken place throughout the years.11Most of these actions 

have changed people’s perspective of gender equality. This has been seen through people's 

interviews after they have taken part or read about these protests.12 

 

Possible Solutions 

A possible solution may be providing supportive measures for girls and women. Such measures 

must concentrate on making sure the establishments of self-assurance of young girls and ladies 

by improving access to health care services, and access to education. Additional measures can 

also be taken by the government that can ensure that girls have equal access to education and 

health care services.  

 Another solution would be to have legislation and policies. Laws and policies can be significant 

devices for providing countries to support women’s rights. Countries should create and promote 

a legal framework that will support gender equality. Other actions countries could take is to 

expand and execute policies that address the preferences of a son - including polices of inheriting 

shares, finances, education, and the assurance of the family name. Another possible solution is to 

strengthen policies of abortions, due to the precited sex of the unborn child. As a similar solution 

has happened before, countries could be more strict and make sure these laws are being followed 

and not neglected by citizens’ beliefs of valuing sons more than daughters. 

 A solution would be advocacy and change. Social norms that societies prefer sons more than 

girls will need to change within families and social networks. With the help from different 

governments, they can  promote equities in media, such as in new channels and radios, which 

can give people opportunities for telling stories and important information about the inequalities 

around the world.  They could inform their countries about how gender selective abortions is a 

mager issue and that women should be treated the same as men.  
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