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Introduction  

Nationalism goes down in history far before we can remember. It is within human nature 
to defend one's country, fight for the preservation of land, ethnicity and culture and place it 
beyond any other, which would define nationalism at its purest state. This would explain its 
strong prevalence in history such as its strong participation in the cause of WW1 with nations 
such as Britain, France and Germany feeling strong supremacy both cultural, economic and 
military. Or in other scenarios such as countries defending their nations from counter attacks, 
foreign influences, the preservation of a given religion, conservative political parties advocating 
against change in the legal structure of the country and lastly fascist parties who strongly 
believed in the unity of their nation. However very often these actions were taken to an extreme 
end by deploying violence and destructively targeting other nations or even minorities, 
something which is seen still today despite the efforts taken by nations worldwide. 
 
Key Terms  
Nationalists - A person who advocates nationalism. 
 
Nationalism - Devotion and loyalty to one's country specifically speaking highly of one's own 
nation and strongly supporting its interests or putting one's country above another  
 
Extremism -  Tendencies to go to the extremes, commonly with political and religious views.  
 
Ethnicity - Ethnic group: a group of people which share common a culture, religion and/ or 
languages 
 
Background Information  

Nationalist extremism has always been a feature across history’s spectrum.  
Taking a look back in the past, there have always been individuals and groups who admired the 
power of nationalism and neglected change as well as foreign influences and used violence to 
establish and impose their ideologies. Ethnic, religious and national diversity were usually the 
underlying cause of nationalist extremism. As new diverse groups were introduced into a society, 
certain benefits that were previously the privilege of the local original group or community were 
now to be distributed amongst a larger group. This then leads to tendencies of superiorism giving 
rise to extremism.  
 
There are five identifiable types of national extremist groups which all advocate with a different 
purpose. The first nationalist extremist group is right wing parties, usually associated with 
fascism or neo-Nazism who idealized race, nationality and identity beyond individualism and 
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opposed the diversification of societies. An example of this was Spain under the dictatorship of 
Franco from 1939 to 1975 who strongly believed in unity, fascism and Spain as a united nation 
and opposed ideas of separatism and the diversification of the spanish nation . Currently in the 1

USA, terrorist attacks by right wing parties (white supremacists) have increased by over 25% 
from the year 2007. 
Or on the other side of the spectrum left wing parties are who opposed capitalism and established 
a new political and economic system through violence. An example of this was socialist Nazi 
germany under Hitler’s command who stood for Antisemitism and opposed the idea of having 
individuals of a different race, ethnicity and religion (Jews) in their country and through 
propaganda promoted the feeling of nationalism amongst the country .  2

It can also involve religious extremists incapable of peacefully coexisting with other religions 
and theocracies such as the case of the islamic state of Afghanistan mainly dominated by the 
Taliban.  
Furthemore, countries with weak institutions, poor law enforcement and inadequate ruling of the 
country can give rise to non-state groups that will violently overrule the country as such the case 
of Somalia, the Central African Republic, Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq amongst others.  
Lastly separatist groups often with strong identity-based ideologies which obligates them to 
withdraw from existing nations through independence or some form of political autonomy will 
be considered nationalist extremism. An example of this was the terrorist group E.T.A from the 
Basque Country which aimed for the Basque Country to gain independence from Spain by 
bombing, assassinations and kidnappings in the Southern Basque Country and throughout 
Spanish territory.  

 
Most often, these scenarios surged as a result of an economic and social crisis. Such is the case 
of Germany.  In 1929 after WWI, the Great Depression arrived in the German republic, where 3

the economy collapsed due to various debts, and hyperinflation originated. The government was 
very weak and thus the citizens desperately sought for a strong leader to lift the country back up 
and that is when Adolf Hitler, the leader of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party came 
into power . During Hitler’s dictatorship, he appealed to the feelings of nationalism, patriotism 
and national identity through various forms of propaganda with the purpose of convincing the 
citizens of sacrifizing their quality of life. This was the first act of nationalist extremism which 
was later followed by the antisemitism movement in which he excluded individuals of other 
ethnicities and races, mainly Jews, through violence. 
 

1 "Franquismo." Wikipedia, La Enciclopedia Libre, Wikimedia Foundation, Inc, 27 Apr. 2005, 
es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franquismo. Accessed 4 Aug. 2020. 
 
2 "Nazism." Encyclopedia Britannica, www.britannica.com/event/Nazism. 
3 http://lzimmer.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/2/0/23207846/exploring_nationalism_ch06.pdf 
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Still today these cases of nationalist extremism happen. Taking a look at Spain we can identify a 
separatist group in Catalonia attempting to gain independence once more after the Declaration of 
unilateral independence of Catalonia from October 27th 2017 failed to pass by constitution. Even 
more recently we have the Black Lives Matter movement founded in 2013 which advocates for 
the equality of rights for the black people and protests against the nationalist extremism of the 
white supremacists community who are directing racism towards the black community. 
 
 
Major Countries and Organizations Involved  
United States  

Since September 2001, white nationalist extremists in the United States have killed more people 
than any other type of domestic extremist. White nationalism and white extremism are very 
involved in American politics and social structure and are interested in plotting against the 
government, racial, religious and political targets in the USA. Those who believe in these 
ideologies have belonged to localized groups who have remained anonymous.  In October 2018, 4

a violent attack motivated by racist and antisemitic views took place, killing at least 11 
congregants in a sinagogue. Robert Bowers, the person responsible for the attack was motivated 
by extreme right-wing views.  5

India  

India has been one of the countries that has many problems with nationalist extremism. 
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, also known as R.S.S., is a violent right-wing organization 
which promotes Hindu supremacy founded in 1984. The group targets attacks and mobs against 
Muslims and other religious minorities. It is the same group which destroyed a 16th century 
mosque in Ayodhya, India. Another right-wing political party which was an offshoot of R.S.S, 
The Bajrang Dal’s leader was elected prime minister. Since then the group has been legitimized 
and grown, only adding to the violence.  6

Spain and The Basque Country 

Since the 1960s, more than 820 people have been killed by a separatist group, Euskadi Ta 
Askatasuna (ETA) and the Basque nationalist in hopes of gaining independence from Spain . 7

4 "The Rise of Violent White Nationalism in the US." The Aspen Institute, 5 Aug. 2019, 
www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/the-rise-of-violent-white-nationalism-in-the-us/. 
5 "The Rise of Far-Right Extremism in the United States." Center for Strategic and International Studies |, 
www.csis.org/analysis/rise-far-right-extremism-united-states. 
6 Griswold, Eliza. “The Violent Toll of Hindu Nationalism in India.” The New Yorker, 
www.newyorker.com/news/on-religion/the-violent-toll-of-hindu-nationalism-in-india. 
7 Inicio, www.cepc.gob.es/docs/working-papers/workingpapers1.pdf?sfvrsn=4. 

3 



However, in 2018 ETA announced that they were officially dissolving in a letter.  Spain has also 8

been targeted by Islamic extremists numerous times. Portugal and Spain were both under the 
control of an Islamic caliphate, until the 15th century. Al-Qaeda, ISIS and many other Islamic 
groups have also vowed to re-conquer al-Andalus, an Arabic name for the Iberian mainland. ISIS 
has also mentioned Spain more than 45 times in ISIS propaganda.  9

Relevant UN Resolutions and Reports 
 
General Assembly (2018) 
The General Assembly adopted a resolution in 2018 ensuring “Enlightenment and religious 
tolerance”. It “Expresses deep concern about all attacks on religious places, sites and shrines that 
violate international law, in particular international human rights law and international 
humanitarian law, including any deliberate destruction of relics and monuments, including those 
carried out in connection with incitement to national, racial or religious hatred;”. It also “Invites 
Member States to implement appropriate communications strategies, such as wide-scale 
awareness-raising campaigns in national and international media, as well as through the Internet, 
and to disseminate educational information on tolerance, non-violence and freedom of religion or 
belief”.  10

 
Previous Attempts at Resolving This Issue  

European Union  

Since 2019, the European Union has been working to combat antisemitism and protect Jews. It 
was established to support EU Member states to implement the Council Declaration on 
combating antisemitism. They have been monitoring antisemitism using data and surveys on 
attitudes of the general population, hate crimes and hate incidents. They are also funding 
programs which try to combat antisemitism and foster Jewish life.  11

Possible Solutions  
 

8 "ETA (separatist Group)." Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, Wikimedia Foundation, Inc, 13 Oct. 2001, 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ETA_(separatist_group). Accessed 4 Aug. 2020. 
 
9 Press Release - September 1, 2020, et al. “Spain: Extremism & Counter-Extremism.” Counter Extremism Project, 
7 Apr. 2020, https://www.counterextremism.com/countries/spain 
10 https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1657069?ln=en 
11 “Combating Antisemitism.” European Commission - European Commission, 13 May 2020, 
ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/combatting-discrimination/racism-and-xenophobia/combat
ing-antisemitism_en. 
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● Set up a commission in charge of regulating the dispensing of firearms that could be used 
in attacks from nationalist extremists.  

● Regulating the use of firearms in countries where it is permitted, such as the USA. 
● Fund a group in charge of educating individuals on the implications about entering 

extreme and violent organizations. 
● Create programs that allow for individuals to disengage from nationalist extremist 

groups.  
● Provide help to those wanting to escape from extremist groups.  12

● Observe the actions of far right/left political groups in order to prevent violent actions.  
● Ensure the governmental structure is steady and cannot be broken by any one intending 

on  
● making a coup d’état in a country and becoming the authoritarian figure (the dictator). 
● Educate individuals from a young age about equality and inclusivity of all races, 

ethnicities, religions and any other type of belief that may be different to each individual.  
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